GOVERNMENT PAYS
FOR ORPHAN ASYLUM

Warrant for $2,750,000 Brings
Title to Substitute for
- Polyclinic.

TRANSFER VETERANS SOON

Cathollc Orphanage, Largest Build-
Ing In Bronx, Put in Officer’s
- Charge Yesterday.

Title to the Roman Catholic Orphan
Asylum at Kingsbridge Road and Sede-
wick Avenue, the Bronx, passed to the|
United States Government yesterday.
Possessicy -f one of the largest bulid-
ings on the avy,.m property has already
been taken by the Government and an'
officer installed. |

Extensive alteratic ¢ #u oe made to
the various buildings. The Government
is expected to abandon the Polyclinic
Hospital 2 West Fiftieth Strect, where
{t has been caring for disabled war
veterans ~nd transfer them to the Bronx
adout Jan. 1. |

The Government pald $2.750,000 for the
property, the deal belng completed at
tha office of former Supreme Court Jus-
HHce Morgan J. O'Brien, acting for the
asylum. Assistant United States At-
torney John M. Ryan acted for the Gov-
crnment. When the paners were signed
Mr. Ryan handed Judge O'Brien a Treas-
ury warrant for the full amount.

The Government signed contracts to
vurchase the Asylum property at the
aelght of a cam~—aign waged by the trus-
tees, medical staff, nurses and friends
of Polyclinic ‘Hospital to hasten its
speedy return by the Governmoent. The
Trustees, through their snockesman, Dr.
John A. Wyeth, founder of the hosn'tal
complained that the hospital had been
turned over to the Government in 1918,
when there was a lack of hospital faci-
iitles for the treatment of soldiers, but
sgld that the emergency had passed and
that the Government in seeking to con-
“inue {ts control of the instltution had
ransaferred it from the War Department
to the Public Health Service, under
Jurisdiction of the Treasury Department,
and finally to the Veteran's Bureau.
The business {nterests of the district.
formerly provided with ambulance ser-
vice by the hospital, joined the Trustees
in the'r demand for its return.

A =tatement issued by the managers
of .the Orphan Asylum explained that
they were led to consider th  sale ¢f tho
vroparty because of the urgent need of
the G-vernment for hosp'tal facilities in
the Eastern District, which furnished
one-tenth of the service men during the
war.. The statemert continued:

* President Harding had given the
matter of providing proper and adequate
hospital facilities for service men his
nersonal attention, insisting that all de-
rartments concerned speedlly solve the
problem. Aoved by patriolism and a
viegre to co-operate with the Govern-
ment In its efforts to provide a hospital
Zor slck and “disabled soldlers and
~aflors, the meed for which 18 urgent,
Archbishop Hayes, who was Chaplain
General of the Uniteq States forces dur-
ing the war,.approved of the tranefer.

‘“The Archbishop could and has made
suftable provi 1on for the immeciate care
of th2 children, xwhereas the Govern-
ment probably could not provide build-
ings as suitable as those of the asylum

for the care of the men for upward of
w0 years, becilise the demand is daifly
srowing more acute. A new asylum
will be erectzd in the very near future.”

At the Polvcliric Hospitrl It was stat-
ed yvesterday that no date had been
fixed for the r'moval of the patients,
bvut that an officer'and staff of assis-
tants had already been Installed in the
bova  bullding o€ the asylum in the
Broax. It was also learned that tho last
af tha children will pe removed from the
building this week.

The propertv purchased by the Gov-
arnment consists of about thirty-two
acres .of land, with several large bulld-
ings an:l outhouses. |

T*\a buildings are of fireproof construc-
tion angd easlly convertikle for bhospital
vze. 1t i3 the intention of ti.e Govern-
ment to make thram Into oné of the fin-
est hospitals in the United States, They
will be equipped and operated fh the
most modern manner,

In point of capacitv this hospital will
be one of the largest east of the Mis-
s!ssipg’l River. The site selected i85 a
very desirnble one. The ground includes
an elevation from which there is a com-
mnan'ine view of the ity to the north
and South ang of the Palisades on the
west,
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